[image: MAR008-001%20amended%20-%20logo[1].jpg]
Marsden Pre-School Playgroup & Toddlers
Policies & Procedures

OUTDOOR PLAY POLICY

Outdoor play compliments and enhances the learning opportunities that children access within the indoor environment.  The EYFS states that being outdoors has a positive impact on children’s well-being and helps all aspects of children’s development.  Being outdoors offers the children the opportunity to work on a larger scale and experience a greater sense of freedom and independence. [image: C:\Users\Lucy\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\8VWOWS1N\MPj04372810000[1].jpg] It provides a multi-sensory environment giving opportunities for the children to examine and explore interesting things using all of their senses. We recognise that the outdoor learning environment is equally important to the indoor environment and in order to offer the children a rich outdoor learning experience, activities are embedded into everyday planning, cover the six areas of learning and are given as much time and planning as the indoor learning environment.
At Marsden Pre-School Playgroup we recognise the benefits of children accessing, high quality, rich outdoor play experiences.  Children will be encouraged to:
· Access outdoor play all year round, giving the children first-hand contact with the weather, seasons and the natural world.  In order to do this it is important to ensure that the children have appropriate clothing
· Investigate and experiment a variety of natural resources
· Use language to ask questions, describe, explain and develop their ideas
· Care for the outdoor environment
· Care for their own personal safety and that of others
· Play on a larger scale
· Be involved in sharing their ideas for outdoor provision
· Have lots of fun!

To achieve these aims, staff will:
· Provide a variety of resources for the children to self-select
· Provide quality resources that cover all seven areas of learning and development
· Ensure children are dressed in suitable clothing for the weather
· Interact with the children and ask open-ended questions to extend their thinking and learning
· Ensure the outdoor area is safe and secure
· Encourage parents to extend the children’s learning opportunities in the home environment
· Listen to children and involve them in consultations with regard to the outdoor provision
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