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Marsden Pre-School Playgroup and Toddlers
Policies and Procedures


Parental Involvement/Parents as Partners

At Marsden Playgroup we want to work in partnership with our parents/carers. We would like them to be fully involved with their child’s early education. Research shows that children achieve more when their parents/carers are involved (REF). They are the child’s first educators and their experiences are invaluable to us. These are some of the things which they can be involved with.

1. When children are first offered a place at Marsden Playgroup the parents/carers will receive a welcome booklet that informs them of their families’ key worker and lots of information about playgroup.

2. On the families first day we have a new starter checklist, the key worker will explain everything on the checklist to the parent/carer and introduce them to the rest of the staff.

3. We run a rota for parents/carers to come and help at playgroup sessions. We also give parents/carers a rota information sheet that details how they can help and what they can do. Parent/carers are encouraged to share with the children their skills and talents.

4. They can join the Management Committee.  They meet regularly, and is a chance to meet other parents/carers, air their views and learn new skills.

5. They are asked if they would like to help at fundraising events, such as by selling raffle tickets, baking a cake, or helping on a stall.

6. We have a newsletter each half term to inform parents and carers of any upcoming events and things that are happening at playgroup. 

7. We have a family room/entrance where we have files with leaflets and information about health and safety issues, local services and organisations. We have a children’s library, the children can choose a book from the selection available and change it on their next visit. We also have a parent/carers library with magazines, books and other information for them to borrow and read. There is also a copy of our operational plan. There is a board for parents to advertise goods for sale. On the notice board is a display of notices advertising local meetings and PLA courses. The key worker can use the room to discuss a child’s progress. The key worker is also available at each end of the session for informal dialogue with parents.

8. We regularly show the child’s special file to parent/carers for them to see the child’s development. This is an opportunity to discuss the child’s interests at home and at playgroup and how we can work together as partners in the child’s learning.

9. We have parent’s information evenings, covering a range of topics including health and safety, behaviour management and creative ideas. At each meeting parent/carers are asked if there are any other areas they would like to be covered. 

10. We have parent’s evenings twice a year, this is where we discuss assessments records and individual play plans. Parent/carers are given their child’s special file to look at and read through prior to the evening. This is our “Shared Agreement” and both the key worker and the parents contribute towards them. Times and dates are discussed with parents and we adopt a very flexible approach so that we can meet all parents/carers needs.

11. Parents/Carers are encouraged to contribute towards their child’s special file and are shown them on a regular basis. They will also fill in an “All About Me” sheet which forms part of our knowledge about each individual child, this kept in the child’s special file.

12. We have a suggestions/complaints box in the parent’s room and are always willing to listen to suggestions from parents/carers.

13. Parents/Carers are asked annually to fill in a questionnaire; this is so that we can continue offering quality care that listens to the needs of our children and their families.  We hope you will find the time to support this.

Policy Reviewed: 	March 2016
Next Review: 		March 2017

image1.png
GED
SBR

PRE-SCHOOL
PLAVGROUP

2 x gl




