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Marsden Pre-School Playgroup & Toddlers
Policies & Procedures

EXTREMISM/TERRORISM: PREVENT STRATEGY
	
The government has asked for all Early Years settings to have training in the Prevent Strategy as we can play an important part in prevention or reporting of extremism or terrorism.  
Staff (Sam Martin) have attended training and will share this knowledge with others, as, like safeguarding, it is everyone's duty to be aware of these issues and what to do if we have a concern.

Extremism is defined by the government (in the Prevent Strategy) as “the vocal or active opposition to our fundamental values, including democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs.”

Radicalisation is the process by which a person comes to support forms of extremism leading to terrorism.

Prevent and the EYFS
The EYFS Statutory Framework (2014) discusses the fundamental British Values of-
	*Democracy
	*Rule of Law
	*Individual liberty	
	*Mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths.

These values are embedded into the playgroup setting and how we work with children; we discuss and promote them every day while we play, read and talk.  The children learn about democracy when they make choices about what activity they would like to do or where they would like to go for an outing, working together with others to make their decision.  We have rules in the setting which children are asked to follow, and when children are old enough this can be linked with the bigger picture of following the law and why we have laws.  Children learn about individual liberty by being respected, being able to make choices and having a right to say 'no'.  We learn to have mutual respect and tolerance for children and families of different faiths and backgrounds by using books and resources to learn while we play.  We may celebrate special days from different cultures and talk about how everyone is equal, no matter what religion or background they have.  

If a child or parent/ carer challenges or seems to oppose any of these values we will question him/ her and ask why they have this opinion and if they have thought about why we should have these values.







Concerns about Radicalisation 

Those at risk of being groomed into any form of extremism tend to be vulnerable children or adults.  As discussed in the safeguarding policy, changes in behaviour can be a cause for concern so please let us know of any changes at home which could lead to a change in behaviour.  Those involved in or exposed to radicalisation/ extremism may use inappropriate language.  Other influences may be noticed such as people, places or media.

If we have any concerns that a child or his/ her family are involved in any kind of radicalisation we will:
	*Take note and record concerns
	*Discuss with safeguarding lead Paula Gent or Kirklees co-ordinator for playgroup Josie Kelly
	*Contact the Prevent Co-ordinator Lee Hamilton and report concerns contact number is 01484 221000 or 07528988798
	*If appropriate (depending on the nature of the concern) we will speak to parents and discuss with the concerns.
	*If we feel there is an immediate threat of violence or danger we will phone 999 to inform the police.

If a child who attends playgroup has police involvement and monitoring of his/ her family due to concerns of radicalisation, we will continue to record any concerns and will work with the police, sharing all information as requested.
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